To the Jews of all Countries- JNestor 
Makhno 

In respond U> I'iijqu.ji l ii;fijsath'ms L>J aril IrScEnii i: : -.rn ,i.inJ ]_.ilII r ft poxf-om;. Spain#. Jifw i'gli 
Am.lemeuli. in t:ie Ul.ru Lne-NeiLur Ml-Hulo bsL.au. u of appeals Lo Jewish press :inJ 

societies aaVm^ for v^rifiah e iEifpntiaiinii. 

Jewish CLTLre:ii’ Jn iny tucr "Appeal to Jews",, published ill the brencii JibeiTuriiiii newspaper, 
Ls Lcbert-u ire, 1 asloed Jen-s m jrsnera.. which is to say t.-jf botnpco is und tiie sjciuhsr ones iis 
well us The aranchisf pr.e* hkc Yanoyisky, whn have all sisnfce"! of ino as a pn prompt inKT 
JeVvi and AbeLtsl Js i.iiti Semite Lie ILbsmtiOh BiaveiniJit Of th£ UkfJiriihiL eefi£fl:Ll£ Jftd 
worke-s of which 1 was the leader, to detail re me the specific fitefs iistcnd of blather n£ 
vacuously awiry: just whorp and nut vvbpn dirl I or r ic atn ran entwined moYcmcrt pcrpciTitte 
isimli pcis? 

I hml expected that Jews in general would answer r -y "Appeal" a iter tbL ma-rner nr people 
either 10 ditch: s2 10 ibe civiLL^ed world the Lr lilLl about .k-ete bUlth^Lflfds. responsible lor '.he 
massacne-s of Jews ir. Ihe Lkiiiute. or indeed that tlury mipbt arempf to ause tlieir sbomsoji 
;jiil'jJl>L_:-, :jIh.>ij; me and tl'i; Ylullr Twist nuHven'iLiil up.' ; Ikii'ty Unllmii ie d:lia in '.I airily 
involve me ■ i them and peddle liicm u.n public opinfejm, 

I hi I*, fa I mi 4|K'l i:v htatt-c JL'1 v: inci.:: I h y Jc wfc has laime In triy all uni :<nn Th* only ihiitg rhal 
••as iip-vaivd 1 hi ■#. ft- in i hr: generally c-.ni' a in .T£w ?h ftnftrcliiv inc lulled, 

L seandinp myself und the insurgent Lv.oveinenr 1 led, has be^n the product of Ihe itiott 
jJi.SnTCl'iSS lies and nl lint vulgar ft 1 oreeilaiu [Xilhical inn t-ei k V s aihJ I he ■ hireling 
Moreover, riwolLrtjjLiiiiiry fi^h.Liji units liucft up of Jew :sh workers pluyed li role of prime 
iitiportuboe in lIujc [movement. 11 ie Mwanjice of slfjiderers washes over jj_*. fbrllijve utwovp 
dis-mssed it ter whet it is .Icwisf citi^enn may he uasnrrd of this if (Trey m>tc that f said nnt 
one dii^lr: wivi^i Jiljoul I he trave'-Sy fiom I Em ]i: n of one .T-fiKepii Eiessel enr i led Mn'-^hno Hud 
.ui Jewess, a novel written on the rmtis of r/jiinttmjatf n r“iijrd ir._e inysell and the 
r.to ix me PS conDccrcd with me c i e ran z atio □ n J ly ynd tliecuetiLiiily. lbs nub crthj.t travesty is 
lif :d iijun Lhc WI iLin^s .'i s. liek S-pittlj IillIlL'v nl'tlhr Rolshei.it4. Oi'il- i’oii' OI t i l“i;lS&. iiCuki'q 
rtoeully tunvicLtjd by tiie CzstEi viiani- o/tpyinL'; on bduM vf -.\ IiobilLi■. ik military 
or irani ^atinr. 

Hie JUveleUe it also bjtcd spun ^irlivles by t; bourgeois ouiJiiiJiat, ane A:baLov. wtuo 
miishi.ctijeiJLy creeds me wiLti all indJiner of viulejxe pecpelrdLed anauisl u. irfiups of 
■pcrfrcTTi list tlwai ves." An invciricn tirnm slart t» tinis.h. o”^course. 

!□ Ins novel which simply trivet ’A itli t;ili“J>Joda, Vessel contrives to portray nit id suclt an 
orl II iil< 11 will lli;il..dL IjaKl. i i lulisc ■.iJiCi'C 1i_ E>'ni il>'.v: : - hOm JiC t* I'ililiqS nl 

OenjsiiiiiejJ;o and Arbatov, lie eJiuuU have untried :iit aou.'Les! To tine caLcijL thaL Lulsehuod 
-lays the ir^Li ■■ rnlc in this nn’/cl and chut the sources lire incurs latent, ailcncc was rhe n-'ly 
"csporisc open tn me. 

t luke -,\ -L|uite iliJIejeEK view oltlie slt uders eijoinulijiy. liu-in lewis:: Ku-cielies. wliicl: teek to 
crcarc the impression in their cn-ipI'pionises t iai. rhey have dilityirt y Hjiutini/od the 
d£Spk,ib!e Lind .jcrsLimuLgJy unjutt acts petpelfmted Li^,iiit.i lJie Jewish popu Union La ihe 
Ukraine a nd whose pcr.Tctmtors Ihc^Ki- societies ^ecJt tn ocnniTHH. 

A Lit<lje while -iipp. one of these soc.elie.j, whicti by lhc way ]jas i.s lie^^iJ.cj.LiMrleun jj Lbe 
<mc 5 do u ot'thc H: 1 . ahevits. has. isarisl liIkm-is. ithislr;itc:1 with -•|-H■lK^L 7 ■llphs. nbonrthc 
atmcEtles cirmiri tted against the Jewish pnpuiacion in the l .'krainD anrL Eicl'ir.iSHia. chia on the 



To the Jews of all Countries- Nestor 


Makhno 

In response to frequent accusations of anti-Semitism and leading pogroms 
against Jewish settlements in the Ukraine Nestor Makhno began a series of 
appeals to Jewish press and societies asking for verifiable information. 

Jewish citizens! In my first "Appeal to Jews", published in the French libertarian 
newspaper, Le Libertaire, I asked Jews in general, which is to say the bourgeois 
and the socialist ones as well as the 'anarchist' ones like Yanovsky, who have all 
spoken of me as a pogromist against Jews and labeled as anti-Semitic the 
liberation movement of the Ukrainian peasants and workers of which I was the 
leader, to detail to me the specific facts instead of blathering vacuously away: 
just where and just when did I or the aforementioned movement perpetrate such 
acts? 

I had expected that Jews in general would answer my "Appeal" after the manner 
of people eager to disclose to the civilized world the truth about these 
blackguards responsible for the massacres of Jews in the Ukraine, or indeed that 
they might attempt to base their shameful anecdotes about me and the 
Makhnovist movement upon fairly authentic data in that they involve me in them 
and peddle them to public opinion. 

Thus far, no such evidence advanced by Jews has come to my attention. The 
only thing that has appeared thus far in the press generally, certain Jewish 
anarchist organs included, regarding myself and the insurgent movement I led, 
has been the product of the most shameless lies and of the vulgarity of certain 
political mavericks and their hirelings. 

Moreover, revolutionary fighting units made up of Jewish workers played a role 
of prime importance in that movement. The cowardice of slanderers washes over 
me, for I have always dismissed it for what it is. Jewish citizens may be assured 
of this if they note that I said not one single word about the travesty from the pen 
of one Joseph Kessel, entitled Makhno and his Jewess, a novel written on the 
basis of misinformation regarding myself and the movement connected with me 
organizationally and theoretically. The nub of that travesty is lifted from the 
writings of a lick spittle lackey of the Bolsheviks, one Colonel Gerassimenko, 
recently convicted by the Czech courts of spying on behalf of a Bolshevik 



military organization. 


The novelette is also based upon articles by a bourgeois journalist, one Arbatov, 
who unashamedly credits me with all manner of violence perpetrated against a 
troupe of 

"performing dwarves." An invention from start to finish, of course. 

In his novel which simply hives with falsehoods, Kessel contrives to portray me 
in such an odious light that, at least in those passages where he borrows from the 
writings of Gerassimenko and Arbatov, he should have named his sources! To 
the extent that falsehood plays the main role in this novel and that the sources 
are inconsistent, silence was the only response open to me. 

I take a quite different view of the slanders emanating from Jewish societies, 
which seek to create the impression in their co-religionists that they have 
diligently scrutinized the despicable and screamingly unjust acts perpetrated 
against the Jewish population in the Ukraine and whose perpetrators these 
societies seek to denounce. 

A little while ago, one of these societies, which by the way has its headquarters 
in the kingdom of the Bolsheviks, has issued a book, illustrated with 
photographs, about the atrocities committed against the Jewish population in the 
Ukraine and Belorussia, this on the 

basis of materials amassed by 'comrade' Ostrovsky, which patently means: of 
Bolshevik provenance. In this 'historical' document there is nowhere any 
mention of the anti-Jewish pogroms carried out by the much-vaunted First Red 
Army Cavalry when it passed through the Ukraine en route from the Caucasus in 
May 1920. By contrast, the same document does mention a number of pogroms 
and alongside prints the photographs of Makhnovist 

insurgents, though it is not clear what they are doing there, on the one hand, and 
which, in point of fact are no even Makhnovists, as witness the photograph 
purporting to show 

'Makhnovists on the move' behind a black flag displaying a death's head: this is a 
photo that has no connection with pogroms and indeed and especially does not 
show Makhnovists at all. 



An even more significant misrepresentation, targeting myself and the 
Makhnovists alike, can be seen in the photographs showing the streets of 
Alexandrovsk, allegedly laid waste following a pogrom mounted by 
Makhnovists, in the summer of 1919. This crude lie is unforgivable in the Jewish 
society responsible for publication, for it is common knowledge in the Ukraine 
that at the time in question the Makhnovist insurgent army was far from that 
region: it had fallen back into the western Ukraine. Indeed, Alexandrovsk had 
been under Bolshevik control from February to June 1919, and then been in 
Denikinist hands until the autumn. 

With these documents, the Bolshevik-inclined Jewish society has done a great 
disservice to me and to the Makhnovist movement: unable to find documentary 
evidence with which to arraign us - for the benefit of its sponsors - on charges of 
anti-Jewish pogroms, it has resorted to blatant faking of evidence that has no 
connection either with me or with the insurgent movement. Its perfidious 
approach is even more glaringly apparent when it reproduces a photograph - 
"Makhno, a 'peaceable' citizen" when in fact the person shown is someone 
absolutely unknown to me. 

On all these grounds I regarded it as my duty to address myself to the 
international Jewish community in order to draw attention to the cowardice and 
lying of certain Jewish associations in thrall to the Bolsheviks, in charging me 
personally and also the insurgent movement which I led, of anti-Jewish pogroms. 
International Jewish opinion must scrupulously examine the substance of these 
infamous allegations, for the peddling of such nonsense is scarcely the best way 
of establishing, in the eyes of all, the truth about what the Ukraine's Jewish 
population endured, not forgetting the fact that these lies serve only to 
misrepresent History completely. 
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